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Becoming the People of the Resurrection 
 
Read Romans 6:1ff 
 
Paul understood the implications of the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ 
for the people of God.  He understood that in their union with Him, they would walk in 
newness of life.  Such a life is qualified by the one word, “resurrection.”  
 
The word “resurrection” means “to bring back to life.”  Resurrection truth presupposes 
death and from death life.  Christians are people of the resurrection.  They were once 
dead and now are alive.  Paul images the reality through the symbolism of water 
baptism.  New Testament Scholar A.T. Robertson notes:  
 

“The picture in baptism points two ways, backwards to Christ's death and burial 
and to our death to sin (verse Ro 6:1), forwards to Christ's resurrection from the 
dead and to our new life pledged by the coming out of the watery grave to walk on 
the other side of the baptismal grave (F. B. Meyer). It is a tragedy that Paul's majestic 
picture here has been so blurred by controversy that some refuses to see it. It should 
be said also that a symbol is not the reality, but the picture of the reality [emphasis 
added].” (A.T. Robertson’s Word Pictures on Romans 6:4). 

 
Paul believed this new state and standing have a real and significant impact on how the 
people of God now live.  This union with Jesus Christ changes the relationships 
previously existing.  In chapter six of the Book of Romans Paul speaks to two severely 
altered relationships.  The first relationship addressed is the one a believer has to sin 
(6:1-14).  The second relationship addressed is the one a believer has to the Law (6:15-
7:6).   
 
Although we have only one-half of the dialogue, what follows are responses to 
questions/attacks raised by those who grapple with a justification that is by grace alone 
through faith alone in Christ alone.  Romans 6 provide the “real time” implications of 
justification in the life of His people.  If justification frees me from sin’s authority, then 
should I continue in sin in order that grace might abound?  Short answer, no; in Christ 
we died to sin and are now alive in Christ.  In fact, justification through faith in Christ is 
apart from the Law.  If such is the case, then without the Law are we free to sin?  Short 
answer, no; having died to the Law we are now alive in/married to Christ.  If the Law 
did not bring me to God, then is the Law sin?  Short answer, no; sin simply used the 
Law, but the Law in itself is good, holy, and just.  If by means of the Law I died, does 
the Law bring death?  Short answer, no; sin brings death and sin using the Law brought 
death through the Law. 



 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by design to have 

a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship through intentional and 

systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting church; and a Grace-based 

fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that 

celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 
In the fulfillment of promise and the completion of picture, God will redeem His people 
from sin’s debt and adopt His people into His family.  “Easter” is not the end, but only 
the beginning.  His resurrection from the grave colors and controls the very essence or 
being of His people.  They can be nothing other than what they are.  They are the 
people of the resurrection and are now walking in newness of life.  


